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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE
COMPANY (U60W), a California
corporation, for an order (1) authorizing it
to increase rates for water service by
$94,838,100 or 16.5% in test year 2017, (2)
authorizing it to increase rates by
$22,959,600 or 3.4% on January 1, 2018, and
$22,588,200 or 3.3% on January 1, 2019, in
accordance with the Rate Case Plan, and (3)
adopting other related rulings and relief
necessary to implement the Commission's
ratemaking policies.

Application 15-07-015
(Filed July 9, 2015)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S (ALJ) RULING ON THE MOTION FOR
RECONSIDERATION OF ALJ RULING ON INTERIM RATE RELIEF

On July 9, 2015, California Water Service Company (Cal Water) filed its

application for a general rate increase for 2017, 2018 and 2019. On

September 23, 2016, Cal Water filed a motion for interim rate relief, requesting

rates to take effect on January 1, 2017, in the event the Commission does not issue

a decision on this application in time for the new approved rates to take effect on

that date. In its motion, Cal Water requested authority to open a 2015 Interim

Rate Memorandum Account (2015 IRMA). Cal Water also requested authority to
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open several memorandum and balancing sub-accounts which “reflect the

proposals in the Proposed Settlement Agreement.”1

On October 7, 2016, the assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) issued a

ruling granting Cal Water’s request to open a 2015 IRMA, but denying the

request to implement sub-accounts based on the rates and formulas set forth in

the application to take effect January 1, 2017, as ratemaking beyond the authority

of the ALJ to grant by ruling since it would adopt proposed rates and formulas

rather than continue existing rates and formulas.

On October 20, 2016, Cal Water and the Office of Ratepayer Advocates

(ORA) filed a motion for reconsideration of that portion of the ALJ’s ruling

denying in part the motion for interim rate relief as described above. This

motion did not request the same authority requested in the original motion for

interim rate relief, but instead offered a proposal which “corrects and modifies

the proposal originally submitted by Cal Water in its September 23, 2016 Motion

for Interim Rates.”2 While titled as a Motion for Reconsideration, it will be

treated as a motion for adoption of the modified proposal submitted as

Attachment A to the Motion for Reconsideration.

IT IS RULED that:

1. That portion of the motion which requests reconsideration of the

Administrative Law Judge ruling of October 7, 2016, which denies in part the

motion for interim rates, is denied.

1 Cal Water’s Motion for Interim Rates at 2.
2 Joint Motion of Cal Water and ORA for Reconsideration of ALJ Ruling at 1.
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2. That portion of the motion which requests adoption of the modified

proposal for interim rate relief, included as Attachment A to the motion for

reconsideration, is granted.

Dated November 1, 2016, at San Francisco, California.

/s/  DAN H. BURCHAM
Dan H. Burcham

Administrative Law Judge


